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Nobelist's work supports big-bang theory

Nobel Prize in physics, together with John C. Matfar work
that looks back into the infancy of the universd attempts to
gain some understanding of the origin of galaxies stars.

The work, based on measurements of the cosmic wésre
background radiation made with NASA's COBE satlliro-
vides increased support for the big-bang theotheforigin of
the universe. The COBE (Cosmic Background Explomegi-
surements also mark the inception of cosmology peeaise
science. For the first time, cosmological calculasi could be
compared with data from real measurements.

According to the big bang scenario, the cosmic ovave

background radiation is a relic of the earliestgghaf the uni-
verse. Immediately after the big bang itself, theverse can be
compared to a glowing body emitting radiation teraperature
of almost 3,000 degrees Celsius.

Since then, the radiation has cooled as the urevéras
expanded. The background radiation we can measdiay tor-
responds to a temperature that is barely 2.7 degie@ve abso-
lute zero. The new Nobel laureates were able toutate this
temperature thanks to the COBE measurements.

COBE also had the task of seeking small variatafrtemper-
ature in the cosmic background radiation in diffemdirections.
Extremely small differences of this kind--in thexge of a hun-
dred-thousandth of a degree--offer an importarg tdthow the
galaxies came into being. The variations in tenmpeeamea-
sured by COBE show us how the matter in the unévbegyan
to “aggregate.” This was necessary if the galasiess and ulti-
mately life forms like us were to be able to depelo
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George Smoot '66, MIT Alumnus in Bay Area, Wins 200 Nobel Prize in Physics

MIT alumnus George F. Smoot has been awarded t6é 20
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Smoot received B.S. degrees in mathematics antyigigs in
1966 from MIT. He also received the Ph.D. in physit 1970
from the Institute working with the late Profes&avid Frisch,
who was on the MIT faculty for some 40 years. Smsatur-
rently a professor at the University of Califor@tBerkeley.
Co-winner Mather is currently at NASA's Goddard &pa
Flight Center.

George Smoot is a distant relative of another SnioddIT
lore. In 1958 that Smoot, Oliver R., was rolled dheaer heels
by his fraternity brothers across the Harvard Beitlymeasure
the span in body lengths. That distance was foarmbtexactly
364.4 smoots plus an ear.

The stunt became so famous that the new Nobeldtureas
often confused with his predecessor.

George Smoot is one of two MIT
alumni awarded the Nobel Prize in
2006. The other winner, Andrew
Fire, shared the award in Physiol-£

ogy/Medicine for a joint discovery
of RNA interference -- gene
silencing by double-stranded
RNA. Dr. Fire received his Ph.D.
from MIT in 1983 while working ¥
with Nobel laureate Phillip Sharp.




Words From the President of the MIT Club, Ben Matteo '97

Hello again from MITCNC! | wanted to
take a few moments from a gorgeous
Northern California day to update you
the Club, and, as always, to encourage,
you to get involved in the year to come. |
continue to be amazed at the energy,
capability, and dedication of our local As you begin to re-focus for the fall,
alumni. Since my last column you have For the upcoming year, the MITCNC please consider volunteering with
organized over 80 high quality pro- team is planning to do an even better jobMITCNC. We are always looking for
grams, including: of engaging the MITCNC community.  new ideas and new faces to create unique
experiences for our local alumni. To
» The 300+ person Spotlight MIT din- Bill Reenstra launched a program of learn more, please contact Beto Pelinks,
ner featuring Tom Perkins at the East-Bay specific events. Charles Zhouour new volunteer coordinator, or reach
Argent Hotel in San Francisco. is leading a team to reinvigorate our sci- out to the MITCNC officer team. We
ence and technology events. The MIT  look forward to helping you meet new

The California Clean Tech Open, the Alumni Association is supporting a fac-

nation's largest clean technology ulty speaker series, and our existing pro-

focused business plan competition. grams plan to continue to reinvent
themselves to serve the needs of our

A tour of Alvin and Atlantis, the . .
hedynamlc alumni base.

research vessels that found t
Titanic.

e An evening with MIT professor and
playwright Alan Brody.
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friends and explore your passions in the
year to come.
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Mission Statement of MIT Club of Northern California

networking.

We provide a forum to foster the community of MIUras in
Northern California through lifelong learning, bisss and social
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Words From Our New Chairman of the Board

It is great to be deeply engaged againelected to represent region 11 (the entire
with our northern California club after a US west coast) to the alumni associa-
long hiatus, since serving as your presi-tion's National Selection Committee.
dent and in other officer positions from This committee appoints many MIT
1988-94. In my new role, | primarily act Corporation members, alumni associa-
as cheerleader for the many capable andion award winners and officers. Mark
high-energy team of volunteers who run Gorenberg '78 was re-elected for a five-
our club today. year term to the MIT Corporation, the

Institute's board of trustees. Separately,

Your board is delighted that Ben Matteo northern California's Megan Smith '86

'97 has agreed to lead the club as presi-88 was also elected to the Corporation.
dent for second consecutive year, as havéVe wish Harbo, Evan, Mark, and Megan
many members of his officer team. all the best in these important new roles.
Officers who shared exciting plans for

the coming year at our July board meet-1 would like to give special recognition

ing included Wasiq Bokhari '92, Jeff totwo board members, both former pres-
Goodman '84, Monika Gorkani G'93, idents, are longstanding pillars of our
Beto Peliks '03, Richard Rabbat '98, '01, club:

Bill Reenstra '72, Elizabeth Reierstad '01

'02, Brad Schneider '00, and Charlese
Zhou '91.

Mike Sarfatti ‘84 has served as club
officer and VentureLab advisory
board member continuously since

. John Chitiolm '75

well known is Bill's leadership of

=

some great, behind-the-scenes tours
and other events such as the Doct
Atomic opera in 2005, the Mark
Twain Archives at Berkeley in 2004
and National Ignition Facility (NIF)

at Lawrence Livermore Labs in 2003\

Beyond their specific responsibilities,
both Mike and Bill are great team players
that help keep our club running
smoothly. Mike and Bill deserve our
thanks for literally decades of dedication
that have profoundly strengthened our
club.

Bob Muh '59 has elected to step dow
from the board after many years of se
vice. At our July board meeting, he w3
unanimously elected an Honorary Dire
tor. Greg Grove's '92 upcoming weddin
and move to Chicago are prompting hi
to step down from our board as wel

We are also pleased to welcome Fred
Middleton '71 and Barry Newman '79 to
the MITCNC Board of Directors. Fred
and Barry are both highly accomplished
in their careers and tremendous volun-
teers for MIT. We thank them for bring-
ing their knowledge and experience to
help build our local alumni community

Three MITCNC board members have
recently accepted responsibilities at the
worldwide alumni level. My immediate
predecessor Harbo Jensen '74 has been
named president-select of the worldwide
MIT alumni association. By the annual

1988, as president during 1994-95,
and as treasurer since 1998. He co-
founded VentureLab in 1989 and

served as its chair for the first three
years; and most recently, has founded
the new BoomerTech Series.

Greg's Wilson Sonsini colleague Gavi
McCraley, Esq. has generously agreed
assume Greg's legal duties for the clu
We thank Bob and Greg for their man
years of wise counsel, which we wil
continue to tap informally.
Bill Murray '67, president when | led

my first club event in 1984, is best Our club's purpose is to enrich our men
known for stewarding our club's bers' lives by keeping them touch wit
scholarship fund since its inception in other alums and with MIT. We do this b
1983. The sum of the fund's current providing access to a steady stream
endowment plus amounts paid out to fresh ideas and innovations from MIT
MIT for scholarships over its 25-year new friendships, and opportunities fa
history is on track to top $1 million personal development.

=

vote of all alumni, Evan Matteo '94 was next year. Equally important but less

! P #%

( ) *% + + , - +.
Consultant, Environmental &Energy edAvliddleton '71
Chairman/CEO of CustomerSat, Incill Mairray '67
Partner, Sycamore Venture Capital rnBA. Newman '79
Partner, Hummer Winblad Michaefsd'76

Taku Group Elizabeth Seifel '78

Thomas Burns '62
John Chisholm '75
Dick Clayton '62
Mark Gorenberg '78
Karin Hollerbach '88

Harbo Jensen '74 Manager, Chevron Corporation Joapeiz '90
John Keen G'94 Juniper Networks Gus Tai '91
Ronald Koo '89 Maxim Integrated Products Edward k& '9&

Frederick W. Lam G'89
Bruce Lawler G'92
Leland Mah '85

Ben Matteo '97

Evan Matteo '94
Roger McCarthy '77

Director, MolecularDiamond fiec
Kodiak Networks
Synopsys, Inc.

(H) Paul Cook '48
(H) Christian Magti'43

(H) Bob Muh '59
(H) Paul Shepherd '53

Chairman Emeritus, Exponent (HYiD&Veitz '87

(H) Denman McNear '

&

Managing Director, Sanderling Veatu
Compensics

NeoCarta Ventures, Inc.

HIA Consulting

redident, Seifel Consulting, Inc.
Professor, UCSF

Trindgyptdres
LinkedIn
Agile TV Corp

48
CEO, Sutter Securities
Land Manager, Cargill Salt
VP Intellectual Property, Syrrx, Inc.
(H) Honorary Board Member
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Congratulations to the California Clean Tech Open!

ogy entrepreneurship program, steering
committee co-chair Laurent Pacalin,
Leslie Murdock and Horn Murdock
Cole, Ben Matteo '97, Tony Bogar,
Murali Vajapeyam '03, and Sumit Agar-
wal '98, and with the support of Richard
Rabbat G'01, and the MITCNC leader-
ship team, Harbo Jensen G'74 and board
of directors. The competition quickly
grew beyond its MITCNC roots with the
help of Marc Gottschalk and Wilson
Sonsini, Acterra, Patrick Stanton,
Rebeca Hwang '02, A&R Partners, and
many others.

San Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom

officially launched the Open in San
Clean Tech Open organizing team Francisco City Hall in March of 2006.

The Open benefits from the support of
Congratulations to MITCNC volunteers Ship (transportation), Crystal Clear many critical California institutions
and the California Clean Tech Open Technologies (water management), andincluding Stanford, Berkeley, Lexus,
team on a tremendous first year! In July Green Volts (renewable energy). MIT AMD, EPRI, the California Investor-
the California Clean Tech Open acceptedAlums were among the winning teams, Owned Utilities, the City of San Fran-
155 executive summaries, and selectedncluding James Harris ('63,'69), CEO of cisco, the State of California, SRI,
44 finalists in what has become the Crystal Clear Technologies. PARC, Lawrence Berkeley National
nation’s largest business plan competi- Labs, TVC, Lawrence and Livermore
tion focused on clean technology and The Open began in earnest in DecembeNational Labs, and the Northern Califor-
renewable energy. The Open awarded2005 with the lofty mission to help edu- nia venture capital community.
over $500k worth of prizes at its final cate the next generation of clean technol-
event at San Francisco City Hall on Sep-ogy entrepreneurs and catalyze theMITCNC continues to support the Clean
tember 26, 2006. growth of a clean technology industry Tech Open and wishes the team the best

cluster in California. The effort began of luck as it gears up for competition #2

Prizes were awarded in 5 categories ofunder MITCNC and the leadership of in 2007! For more information, includ-
Clean Technology. The winners were steering committee co-chair Michael ing opportunities to volunteer, please
Adura Technologies (energy efficiency), Santullo '83, Anna-Halpern Lande G'98, contact us, or visit the Open web page at
EDC Technologies (smart power), Kite founder of MITCNC’s Clean Technol- http://www.cacleantech.com.

Adura Technologies with sponsor Jonathan Living$tom PG&E San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom
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Competition Co-Chair Michael Santullo '83

Award ceremony speakers

MITCNC Science and Technology Series

The Science and Technology Com- organizers and she did a fantastic job.
mittee of MIT Club Northern Califor- Many other people helped to make |i
nia had its first seminar on Septemberhappen, including John Keen, Bill
27th, 2006 in the Google campus, Murray, Tad Artis. Special thanks g
Mountain View, California. to our Googlers, Ashish Kelkar, Ro
Radez, Ricardo Jenez, Arthur A.
We invited two distinguished MIT Gleckler and Ronojoy Chakrabarti.
alumni Dr. Jack Lissauer ('78) and Ashish Kelkar helped us reserved the
Dr. Janice Voss (G’87), both of lecture hall for us. The iPod donated
NASA Ames Research Center, gave by Google surely caused some addi-
two presentations on the search fortional expectation from the audience.
Earth-like planets via ground-based
methods as well as from the Kepler This activity also help us have
space probe. Dr. Lissauer is Co- recruited a few more MIT alumna.
Investigator on the Kepler Mission
and a co-discoverer of several extra- Our next seminars include
solar planets. Dr. Voss is the Kepler
Science Director and a veteran of five »« “Life  Sciences: Stem Cell
Space Shuttle flights. We feel so for-  Research” on December 1st, Fri-
tunate that they brought us to a planet day (6pm to 8:30pm) at Gilead
in a galaxy “far far away”. Sciences, Foster City.

-~ O

O 0O

“Internet Security and Other Rele-
vant issues” on January 31st,
Wednesday (6pm to 8:30pm) at
Google, Mountain View.

About 60 audiences attended the lec-"
ture, and the question and answer ses-
sion have been extended, we have to
stop the discussion due to the time
limit. If you have any suggestions, please

feel free to contact Charles Zhou or
Many people helped this inaugural Nisha Shah.
lectures, Nisha Shah is one of the key

Crystal Clear Technologies
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New Practice Started Under MITCNC Entrepreneurship Program

by Vandana Upadhyay, Director, Convergence, Comiyiamid Commerce Program & Richard Rabbat, VP ofé&mreneurship

The program called convergence, com-bare-it-all self-expression in communi- individuals and small businesses to par-
munity and commerce explores entrepre-ties like Facebook or MySpace. ticipate in commerce without geographic
neurship, innovation and business constraints. What kind of intermediation
creation in the context of these three con-Many of these confluences are both pro-could such a paradigm emerge in the
structs gressive creating new businesses as welfield of content, be it news, reportage,
as destabilizing and destructive breakingvideo, film etc. and what forms it may
Convergence represents a confluence oflown established businesses, traditionalevolve in remains to be seen.
many technologies and trends, be it com-business models and laying seeds of dis-
munication networks and devices, con- appearance for many established busi-Increasing bandwidth whether wireline
sumer web and commerce, enterprisenesses. Thus, they represent inherenbr wireless, mobility and portability of
software and open source, privacy andcontradictions, which makes the subjectservices and media, the ANY-MANY,
self expression, community and individ- so much more interesting and exciting to basically leading to being able to use any
ual, free and paid, free trade and nationalexplore. service on any device, any place, any
laws governing business legality, real network, any time. How and where and
and virtual currency, net neutrality open A much more unprecedented opportu-when we consume or use a service may
internet and walled garden, establish- nity is for the individual, for the firsttime spell shifts for established business a key
ment and grassroots, disintermediationto reach a global audience and to create @ne being advertising. Goggle’s success
and intermediation. Please note that wefollowing, and perhaps paid subscribers, represented the first stage of this evolu-
chose to use the word “AND” while con- such is the power of Internet. Will these tion; where else might this go?
sidering what may appear as conflicting be sustainable? Will Internet as a plat-
trends as we believe that the environ-form thus represent a venue, an outlet forln communities will self governance
ment will sustain multiplicity of models individual unprecedented in human his- (wake's) prevail or would some form of
depending on context. tory? What it means in social, businessgovernance have to imposed?
and legal terms is an area much to be dis-
The many contradictions are also repre-covered. A much more important aspect The positive aspects of these emergences
sented on the user/consumer side, wherés establishment versus grassroots. Weare many, but there are always two sides
a desire for greater privacy and protec-have seen this very successful model into a con. So there are the threats to indi-
tion of personal data conflicts with a EBay where it has become a powerful viduals' right to privacy and to national
platform for commerce, empowering sovereignty and international law. Bor-
derless flows of commerce that are not
subject to any laws such as gambling and
betting and virtual currencies threaten
the sovereignty of nations and interna-
tional law as they grow in size. Other
cons includes criminal and terrorist
activities that threaten societies and
nations.

Through this program we explore how
convergence will impact business mod-
els, create monetization opportunities for
new forms of content and information

created through communities. We

explore the technologies that impact and
enable these directions. The context for
communities enables aggregation of
individuals.

The scope of the program may seem

ambitious and wide. It is. The individual
Brad Horowitz, MIT 1991, Vice President of ProdSttategy/Advanced Products, Yahoc  €vents will take a focused look at one of
Inc. these slices in the context of conver-

gence, community and commerce.
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Our first event in this regard was in
October. The event was prepared by a
team of volunteers (alums and friends of
alums) who work tirelessly to build the
program, set up the events, market them
and execute on them. Our current steer-
ing committee includes Samantha Buf-
ton, Catherine Calarco, Beethoven
Cheng, Benjamin Joseph, Nick Narisa-
ranukul, and Anh Thu Vo. Anh Thu led
the planning and execution of the Octo-
ber event. In addition, our board mem-
bers currently consist of Nimish Mehta,
SVP, SAP, Gokul Rajaram, Product
Management Director, Google, Inc., Gus
Tai, General Partner, Trinity Ventures
and Richard Wong, SVP/GM, Open-
wave Systems.

The program hosted a panel on Oct 4,

moderated by Safa Rashtchy, managing

partner at Piper Jaffray. The panelists

were Brad Horowitz, VP of Product Gus Tai, MIT 1991, General Partner, Trinity Ventire

Strategy/Advanced Products @ Yahoo!

Inc., Matt Cohler, VP, Strategy and Busi- momentum going for many social net- We would like to express our sincere

ness Operations at Facebook, Jamesvorks that believe they'll keep the impe- thanks for the sponsorship of Wilson

Hong, CEO of HOTorNOt.com and Gus tus. Sonsini, Goodrich and Rosati, who help

Tai, General Partner at Trinity Ventures. us by providing us the space, the opera-
Gus Tai indicated that the money could tions help and all matters that make |it

The theme of the event was the building be gleaned in a variety of methods andpossible to run the events for the MIT

and monetization of sustainable online there were a large number of untappedalumni community as well as entrepre

communities as mentioned above. Theremarkets of online communities that will neurs in the Bay Area. Check http:

was consensus on a number of issueghrive in the new world of social net- www.mitcnc.org and Monika's weekly

raised, including the fact that these com-works. Apparently many people agree, newsletter to be the first to know about

munities are generating profit from the including Google's management that our upcoming event.

18-24 year old audience that had beenshelled out $1.65 billion to acquire You-

disregarded in the past. James HongTube on Monday October 9.

claimed that his company expected peo-

ple to keep interest in the site for about 6

months, and made money by providing a

parallel dating service (as the often-tried

advertising model did not seem to fit).

HOTorNOT survived the .com crash

because it offered a product that forces a

reaction (clicking to rate a person's “hot-

ness”). Brad talked about how after buy-

ing Flickr, they decided to keep its

identity and to keep the viral advertising

model that made Flickr successful -in

that case, people learning about Flickr

through friends' and families’ sharing

their photos on that site.

~

Safa challenged the panelists with the
idea that without keeping one's audience
captive for more than a mere few
months, it will be hard to keep the

MIT CLUB OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 7



MITCNC Entrepreneurship Program: Leadership Series

Overview including senior business leaders, entre-and Diane Greene, the President of
preneurs, and investors, across everyWMware.

The Leadership Series is part of thelevel of the career cycle. We host pro-

MITCNC Entrepreneurship Program grams that include keynote addressesSteering Committee & Getting Involved

and is an event platform for the discus- panel discussions, interviews and more

sion of topics pertaining to leadership. in-depth, day long & on-going seminars. The Leadership Steering Committee is

Our distinguishing focus is that our pro- responsible for creating, organizing and
grams come from a personal growth andPast Events managing events. We are currently plan-
development point of view. The series ning new programs to begin in the fall

addresses topics that span industries and’he Leadership Entrepreneurship Pro-and actively recruiting several volun-
that participants, ranging from CEQ’s of gram began in 2004 and has had semiteers. To be added to our mailing list,
public companies to aspiring leaders, nars with senior business leaderscontribute ideas or volunteer, please con-
should all find relevant. The goal of the including: John Morgridge, Chairman of tact  Scott  Globus at  sglo-
series is to foster leadership excellenceCisco, Richard Nanula, CFO of Amgen, bus@alum.mit.edu
and stimulate dialogue on challenging Carol Bartz, Chairman and CEO of
and relevant topics. AutoDesk, Bill Weihl, Former CTO of
Akamai, Greg Papadopoulos, CTO of
Our events typically occur at Cooley- Sun Microsystems, Marianne Jackson,
Godward, LLP (3175 Hanover St loca- Senior Vice President of Blue Shield of
tion) in Palo Alto and feature refresh- California, Shellye Archambeau, CEO
ments and a networking session, of MetricStream, Inc., Brett Galloway,
followed by the main program. The President and CEO of Airespace, Atul
series is open to the public. We haveBhatnagar, VP/GM of Nortel Networks
attracted a diverse group of attendees,

AMITA NorCal

A group of MIT Alumnae recently orga- November 9, 2006 6:00-8:00pm 2007 Women's Leadership Conference:
nized an AMITA NorCal chapter to Changes, Challenges, Choices March
serve the unique needs of professionalPalomar Tech Talk Room, Google, 1500 30-April 1, 2007 JW Marriott Hotel, San
MIT women in the San Francisco Bay Plymouth Street, Mountain View, CA Francisco, CA More information: http://
Area. We are focused on creating oppor-Registration and more information: alum.mit.edu/It/learning/wlc

tunities for networking, career develop-

ment and personal growth for membershttps://alum.mit.edu/smarTrans/user/

in our local community. With over 1700 Register.dyn?even-

MIT women in the area, we've found tID=7637&grouplD=154

there is a great deal of interest in con-

necting and developing programs to This panel will explore the idea that

enrich our personal and professional communication and personal style can

lives. For more information, please directly affect an individual's success in

check out our website, www.mitcnc.org/ the workplace. The discussion with pan-

amitanorcal-default.ntml. And if you'd elists and the audience will share inde-

like to get involved, please contact Joyce pendent research, experiences and

Chung, jachung@alum.mit.edu. practical advice from women who have
studied or navigated the work world suc-
Upcoming events include: cessfully, with an eye toward how you

can both be yourself and be your best in
Interactions in the Workplace: How Do the workplace.
Effective Women Get That Way? (and
how to get that way yourself). We will be co-sponsoring the following
MITAA event:

8 WINTER 2006



|
Work and Family Integration

Over 60 MIT alumni from Northern Cal-
ifornia gathered to discuss the challenges
parents face when trying to integrate
quality time with their family and friends
while also pursuing their careers. The
night was a resounding success markec
with lively discussion.

Guests at the event enjoyed a healthy
pasta and salad dinner while watching a
webcast of the panel discussion held at
MIT in 10-250 featuring four distin-
guished women with ties to MIT. First to
speak was Ann Bookman, a social
anthropologist who has authored publi-
cations in the areas of women’s work,
work and family issues, unionization, A support group network with other par- felt that becoming part-time or taking off
and child and family policy. Dr. Book- ents was thought of as an essential toofor maternity/paternity leave might have
man suggested one way respond to thdor working parents. Some alumni sug- repercussions later when considered for
scarcity of government and company- gested getting involved with the local future promotions or might single them
sponsored childcare is for parents toPTA, or forming a network with part- out during company has layoffs. Mem-
develop more friendly communities with time or stay-at-home parents in the bers of the audience had very different
other parents to help each other out. Theneighborhood and school. Parents canexperiences one found that her boss and
theme of integrating work and life as a take turns having the kids over at the coworkers were very supportive of each
community resonated throughout the house for play dates, trips to the park, orother’s family obligations, while another
course of the night. sleepovers. A few working parents felt felt that her coworkers were not as sup-
that it might not be possible for someone portive because they had partners who
The next speakers were Ruby Chandy,with grueling weekday hours on the job did not work and stayed at home.
Cathy Buckley Lewis, and Francoise to host park trips on a weekday after-
Carre, who each described their own noon. One suggested remedy for a work-One of the suggested alternatives o
lives as examples of how one might try ing parent would be to repay the other working part-time would be a job
to integrate work and family as a high- moms by helping in more specialized share.While none of the audience mem-
tech VP with an adopted newborn, a ways that are associated with their par-bers had ever been in a job-share situa-
highly-educated young single working ticular business expertise such as techtion, some of the alumni knew of
mom, and a research director raisingnology/IT or perhaps publicity for a successful job share at companies like
stepchildren and caring for her aging school fund-raiser. Hewlett-Packard and Clorox. It was sug-
mother-in-law. gested that perhaps an organization like
Most members of the audience felt that AMITA could recognize and promote
After the webcast began a lively discus- their partners were very supportive and job-share friendly companies and maybe
sion led by Dr. Susan Owicki. One of the helpful with raising the children. How- even form a job-share network connect-
main things that was stressed is that workever, most also felt that they were the ing people with similar skill sets living in
and life should be integrated - people canmore involved parent and wished that the same area with employers who are
be active in both work and family rather their partner would be more pro-active. willing to hire job share employees.
than being forced to choose one and giveDr. Owicki suggested that in cases where
up the other. There are currently manyone partner is performing at a much Special thanks to our local sponsors
helpful resources available to support higher level than the other, the more National Semiconductor, Novellus, and
families, albeit those resource might not involved parent should let go somewhat Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati.
be as numerous or as well-advertised aso that the underperforming parent can
some would like. Many felt that it was and will step up. AMITA membership is available to any
important to know that there are multiple woman who has attended MIT as either
solutions to integrating work and life, Many alumni were concerned about tak- an undergraduate or graduate student.
and that every person must figure outing time off from their jobs. Many would You do not need to have graduated.
which solution works best for them. love to work part-time however it would Please visit http:// www.mit-amita.org
not be financially possible. Also, some for more information.
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Spotlight MIT '06 Featuring Venture Capitalist Tom Perkins a Huge Success

Celebrated venture capitalist Tom Per-northern California connected. Before
kins was the featured speaker at thisthe featured speaker was introduced the
year’s Spring Spotlight MIT. Mr. Perkins President of MITCNC, Ben Matteo, pre-
said that attending MIT started him on sented Distinguished Service awards to
his path to becoming one of Silicon Val- Sramana Mitra and Ping Huang.William
ley’s pioneers. The more than 300 guestsMurray of our Board of Directors then
were gratified to hear Tom explain that updated us on the status of the MITCNC
the problem-solving skills he perfected scholarship fund, which this year paid
at MIT were key to his success in his 12% of MIT tuition for six freshman
many business ventures, be they buildingscholars. Harbo Jensen, President elec
companies, investing, or creating space-for the MIT AA and Past Chairman of
age yachts. the Board of Directors of MITCNC
introduced Mr. Perkins and got everyone
Spring Spotlight MIT is an annual event focused with a snappy joke.
that is back after a two-year break. Spot-
light MIT is the premier event of the Many people’s efforts went into making
MITCNC social event calendar. Spot- this event a success. We particularly
light serves as a venue for celebrating thewish to acknowledge Brad Schneider,
dynamic MIT community of Northern Spotlight Coordinator, Beto Peliks,
California. This year’s festivities took Director of Volunteer Development, and
place at the Metropolitan Ballroom of Elizabeth Reierstad, Director of Spon-
the Argent Hotel in downtown San Fran- sorship. Sponsors make this event possi-
cisco. Spotlight provides an opportunity ble. We extend our gracious thanks toLLP, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers,
keep the MIT alumni community in this years’ sponsors: Cooley Godward Lightspeed Venture Partners, and Palo
Alto Investors.

Hayward Fault Exposed

On September 24, 56 MIT alumni and
friends gathered at the Math Science
Nucleus (MSN) education center in Fre-
mont for the “Hayward Fault Exposed”

event.

After hearing a brief lecture about the
geology of the fault by MSN head Dr.

Joyce Blueford, participants walked

around the nearby Tule Ponds and ther
headed over to Fremont's Central Park tc
see the excavation. The boundary
between different soil types was clearly
visible at the bottom of the fifteen-foot-

deep trench across the fault trace. The
Fault trench and associated exhibit will
be open to the public through October
29, 2006.

Get the latest updates on Club events:
http://www.mitcnc.org
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A Witness to Trinity: Dr. Wolfgang Panofsky and Dr. Atomic

by John Adams

On Sunday, October 16, a large group

from MITCNC and the Caltech Alumni

Association was privileged to experience

the San Francisco Opera’s world pre-

miere production of John Adams’ opera

Doctor Atomic, preceded by first-hand

reminiscences of the Dr. Wolfgang

Panofsky of the July 16, 1945 Trinity test

in which he participated on which the

opera is based. Dr. Panofsky, the found-

ing director of the Stanford Linear

Accelerator Center (SLAC), described

his work as a young Caltech researcher

measuring the explosive yield of the first

atomic bomb and his recollections of

some of the key persons depicted in the

opera, especially J. Robert Oppenhe-

imer, Edward Teller and Robert Wilson.

He then talked about the subsequentsingers, electronically generated sounds,This event organized by William E. Mur

problems associated with nuclear weap-and elaborate lighting effects) to provide ray '67, a board member of the

ons proliferation. a musically sophisticated and emotion- MITCNC.
ally powerful reflection on the complex

Following Panofsky’'s talk backstage at combination of personal and philosophi-

the San Francisco Opera House, thecal issues revolving around the dawn of

group proceeded to the main auditoriumthe atomic age. Many in the audience

to hear the public pre-performance talk thought that this new opera was a major

about the opera by composer Johncontribution to the advancement of the

Adams. He explained the five-year pro- art form.

cess of creating the opera and then sum-

marized the events depicted on stage.

Adams referred to the presence of the

MIT group during his explanation of a

technical inaccuracy in the wording of

the opening chorus, which he said will be

corrected in the revised edition of the

opera.

The main event was the performance of
the opera, the seventh of ten following
the October 1 premiere, which was the
most eagerly-awaited event of the year in
the world of classical music. The opera
depicts the thoughts, emotions and con-
flicts experienced by the Los Alamos
scientists of the Manhattan Project dur-
ing the month leading up to the first
atomic bomb detonation in July 1945,
focusing in particular on the project
leader J. Robert Oppenheimer. It uses the
full resources of the opera house (large
orchestra, chorus, dancers, eight solo
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Alvin and Atlantis: 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

On the afternoon of 30 July 2006, MITCNC memberd tiee rare
privilege of touring the research submarine Alviil &s tender ship,
the Atlantis. The vessels were docked in San Fsancwhile in
between research missions. With Alvin, the worttéepest diving
submarine, scientists have explored the ocean sleptiapped
undersea volcanoes, found hydrothermal vents osdgh#oor near
the Galapagos Islands, and examined previously amknocean
life. The research vessel Atlantis supports theirAby carrying it
over the world's oceans, launching it, and recoxggeii. Commis-
sioned in 1997, the Atlantis in and of itself iearf the most sophis-
ticated research vessels afloat, equipped withigioecnavigation,
bottom mapping, and satellite communications system

Dr. David Gallo, who is in charge of Special Prégefor the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution, was on hand fos tbur and gave
a talk about several of the amazing discoverigsrésearchers have
made while aboard the Alvin. As an extra treatshewed video

footage of a volcano erupting on the seafloor, tfiabe worms liv-

ing next to sulfurous hydrothermal vents, fish swiimg in a “super

salt lake” at the bottom of the ocean, and an atapisguised as a
coconut running away from predators. He mentiohed the video

footage was shot in high definition format and ti\dods Hole is

deciding how to make the footage available to thigip.

The event began with a lunch at the Delancey Stesthurant,
which was across the street from the pier whereAtthentis was
docked. Dr. David Gallo and Peter Mollo (Woods HBlevelop-
ment Director) joined MITCNC members for lunch atswered
questions about the Alvin and its history.

Special thanks to Denman McNear and the Woods Bakeano-
graphic Institution for making this event possible.

"#1$
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MIT Club of Northern California Membership Form

Welcome to the 2006-2007 season of the MITactivities.

Club of Northern California! Our membership

year starts on August 1 (same as the schoéree Membership is offered to alumni who
year calendar), so please renew your Membegraduated in 1956 or earlier, to members of
ship status by submitting this form along withClass of 2006, and to alumni who are currently
the appropriate dues. students.

In addition to Club operations, your member-For on-line registration please visit our web-
ship also supports high school leadership, sceite: http://www.mitcnc.org/Join.htm

ence literacy, and MIT scholarship programs.

Sustaining and patron membership receive

special recognition at events and their names

printed in the newsletter (if desired) for their

additional financial support to our club and its

August 1, 2006 through July 31, 2007

Name
Home Address City/Zip
Home Phone ome HEmail

Company/Position

Work Address City/Zip
Work Phone ork Bnail
Preferred address _ Home ___ Work Membership Dues
__[$30] Regular Membership Scholarship Donation
____[$50] Sustaining Membership
___[$100] Patron Membership Total Enclosed
____[Free] Class of 2006, 1956 & Earlier, students
Credit Card
Comment: ___AMEX __ Visa ___ MasterCard

Card Number

Name

Signature Exp Date




Koo o ) O+ 1$54)-
) 23)3 , - *3/[2 --&
23 -1-) )

Please fold along this line and staple with payment

Please
affix postage
here

MIT Club of Northern California
208 Bush Street Box 600

San Francisco, CA 94104
Membership Application



Social Communities Activities

John Keen, VP for Social Communities

During the past half year, we have had a» A Cirque Du Soleil performance

diversity of events in the above areas, (organized by Barbara Gee and David We welcome the active participation @
such as: Golden) alumni/ae in organizing events. Even
happen because our fellow alums gr

A celebration of Chinese New Yearin . L
ciously offer their time and energy t

* The monthly hiking series (led by Jim San Francisco (organized by Mei Lin

Reich) organize them. Please consider organ
Fung) . -,

. ing one or more events for activities th

» The welcome reception for the class . . : .
of 2005 * The theatre series of events (led byyou enjoy and would like to share wit
Shazia Makhdumi) fellow MIT alums. Often, the required

e The weekend trip to Yosemite time and effort on your part will be low,
National Park (organized by Harry .and you'll enjoy the experience. Th
Chou) Plus some other events that arentteam of MITCNC officers is here tg

included in the above list. You can visit
« A special lecture and performance of our www.mitcnc.orgweb site to see a
the San Francisco Opera: complete listing of all MITCNC events
“A Witness to Trinity: Dr. Wolfgang that have happened in the past severalD . .
. , : lease contact us via email to share yg
Panofsky and Doctor Atomic by John years. Perhaps you'll get some ideas for, : 2
. . . : ideas and get started with organizin
Adams” (organized by Bill Murray)  events that you would like to see happen .

) events. You can send email to me at n
in the future (replays of old events, or . :
. . john.keen address via the usu
innovative new events).

alum.mit.educonnection.

assist, so that you can organize a succe
ful event with no hassles.

« Musical performances by MIT alums
Julia Greer '97 and David Saslav '88

Active MITCNC Officer, Anuj Mohan '98, Passes Away

Anuj Mohan (BS '98; MEng '99) passed around the world attended Anuj’s service
away on June 11 from complications in San Jose on June 15.
related to a near-drowning accident in
Mountain View, California. Anuj, 30, Bornin 1976, he spent his first few years
was the founding chair of the Software in Florida and Michigan, moving to India
Entrepreneurship Lecture Series of thewith his family in 1985. He returned to
MIT Alumni Club of Northern Califor- the United States in 1994 to attend MIT.
nia. Many club members know him from At MIT, Anuj pledged the Alpha Delta
the regular technology and businessPhi Fraternity, played on MIT’s varsity
events he helped organize. Alumni from baseball team and published papers on
machine learning and artificial intelli-
gence that are cited around the world.
After graduation, Anuj worked for six
years as an engineer, software architect
and mentor to numerous employees at
KANA, a Silicon Valley high-tech com-
pany. In 2005, he decided to pursue an
MBA at The Wharton School at the Uni- In partnership with the Community
versity of Pennsylvania. In May 2006, he Foundation Silicon Valley, the Mohar
completed his first year having earned afamily has established a scholarship fur
spot on the Director’s List, the school’s in Anuj's name to help Bay Area stu
highest academic honor, and serving asdents of limited means to attend MIT an
Co-President of the Entrepreneurship Wharton, a cause that was dear to An
Club. Outside of work and school, Anuj For more information about the schola
was active in various volunteer causesship and Anuj's remarkable life, pleas
such as the National Kidney Foundation visit http://www.anujmohan.com.
and Rebuilding Together.
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Your MIT Club wants you!

The MIT Club has the following opening on the officeam:

» Director - Web Technologies
» Director - Newsletter Publishing

Interested? Please contact Monika Gorkani G'93i(rfa®B@alum.mit.edu)
to get involved.

http://www.mitcnc.org
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